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Towards a European Community policy
of respect for linguistic rights

Dra. Niamh Nic Shulbhne

Lecturer in European Union Law,
University of Edinburgh, Regne Unit.

A rights-based grounding for language
policy has taken root in most states,
based on respect for cultural and linguis-
tic diversity, the choices of the individual
and, although sometimes more contro-
versially in rights terms, the choices of
groups. This paper will explore the ex-
tent to which respect for linguistic rights
has translated to the European Commu-
nity — not a state, but a very specific
kind of governing polity which has direct
bearing on both states and the individu-
als living within them and, thus, on their
language choices. Both the internal and
external aspects of EU language policy
will be distinguished, with emphasis on
the identification (or not) of a language
rights ethos where relevant. The discus-
sion will also be sited in the context of
EU enlargement and the corollary ex-
pansion of languages which must now
colour the future development of Euro-
pean language policy.
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Language and identity in an increasingly How to manage linguistic diversity:
“post-national” world the New Multilingualism
of the European Union

Dra. Sue Wright Dr. Peter Hans Nelde

Senior lecturer in the School of Languages Professaor and chair in general and German
and European Studies, Aston University, linguistics at the Brussels’ University K.U.B.
Regne Unit. and head of the Brussels' Research Centre

on Multilingualism, Balgica.

In a world where many facets of the na- In order to get the requirements of a
tion state system appear to be weaken- modern European language planning
ing, if not yet disappearing, there is per- and language policy under control, it
haps a space where new patterns of makes sense to analyze the factors which
identity for the new situation will develop. characterize the present multilingualism.
While some of the new pattern may be Regarding the countless changes in the
determined by the networks and institu- socioeconomic lives of the EU-member
tions of globalisation, some may well de- states since the political shift in 1990, the
rive from the old local identities that extension in 1995 and — presumably —
were eclipsed with the rise of national- the enlargement of the Union in 2004,
ism. Now, under less pressure to as- language planning and language policy
sume national identity in an exclusive have also had to deal with the new con-
way, individuals may be more likely to ditions of language contact, language
conceive themselves as multilayered, conflict, with multilingualism and multi-
with their position in local communities culturalism in Europe.

as well as their participation in global The most recent multilingual develop-
networks contributing with nationality ment will be presented under the title
to their whole identity, This lecture is an Mew Multilingualism.

overview of language in national and
"post-national” settings.
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